
OVERVIEW 
OF ENGLISH 
LITERATURE
3. Poetry of the Renaissance



TUDOR POETS

John Skelton

Sir Thomas Wyatt: ABBA ABBA 
CDDC EE

Henry Howard

Earl of Surrey ABAB, CDCD EFEF 
GG

blankverse

Tottel’s Miscellany, 1557



ELIZABETHAN POETS

Influence of plato, platonism
Thomas More: utopia

Sir Philip Sidney: The Defense of 
Poesie, 1595

Arcadia

Astrophil and Stella, 1591



ELIZABETHAN POETS

Edmund Spencer

Shepherdes Calender

Spencerian sonnet

The Faearie Queene



Sir Walter Raleigh: The Nimph
Reply to the Shepherd

Christopher Marlowe:

Passionate Shepherd to his Love



WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE


